
 
 

Tuesday 30th June 2020 
 
Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Re: Classes from September 2020 
 
As with all other inner London education authorities, Hackney has seen a falling 
number of primary age children.  Like many schools in Hackney, Harrington Hill has 
had a number of places available across year groups with the number of spaces 
increasing over time. 
 
It is extremely important for us to continue to offer a high standard of education for 
all children whilst maintaining staffing levels and managing the school’s budget 
successfully.  For these reasons, we will have an increase in vertically grouped (mixed 
aged) classes next academic year.  We have previously used vertically grouped 
classes (currently a Year 1/2 class) which has proved successful.  From September 
2020, we will have two vertically grouped classes: one Year 3/4 class and one Year 
4/5 class. 
 
The teachers taking the Year 3/4 and Year 4/5 class will be familiar with the 
curriculum and expectations for those year groups.  Senior leaders have been 
working hard to allocate children to their new classes.  A wide range of factors have 
been carefully considered: academic attainment; a balance of boys and girls; 
friendships; different ethnic groups; and social and personal development.  
 
We will inform you of your child’s new class and teacher prior to the end of term.  
Usually, once the classes are set, we do not make changes as this can be unsettling 
for the children.  However, due to many children being absent from school for up to 
6 months come September, we find ourselves in exceptional circumstances.  We 
recognise that, on this occasion, there is a need for more flexibility than usual.  
Therefore, a thorough review of the classes will take place in September, which 
could lead to a child swapping classes if we feel it is in the child’s best interests.  
However, we hope that this will not be necessary. 
 
Please look out for further information and updates in your emails and on the new 
school website over the coming weeks. 
 
Thank you for your continued support. 
 
Rebecca Kennedy 
 
Acting Headteacher 


